MELEE, 454 eOSES: rules wdf@@aaw_w_wwco_si. 
= [1 = 
7 ; a, > - 7 — . 
£ «Oe . 
[ 


7- 4% 2:6 
: . hs 5 
T H F 


GAINE 
_ OF SEEKING. 
G O D. 
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Behold, how I haue not laboured only for my [eh 
all them that ſeeke knowledge. © 
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Honourable, Sr Henry Homarr, 


| Knight and Baronet ; Lord ( biefe. 


Infticcof his Maieſties Court of Com- 
mon Pleas , and:Chancellonr to the 


Pzincs his Highneſſe:alliſpt- 
rizvall Graces, temporall Blefhings, 
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and eternall Happineſſe.be 
multiplyed. 


R1GHrT HoNnovaanLet: 
— == P3Pon the aſſurance of 
ſome intercſt had in 

$ your Lordfſhips fauor 
| (which I hope I hauc 
| not vtter|yloſt)thogh 
Bll It bee long (ince I wias 
_ Bf} knowne vnto you, yet 
ANf| becauſe you were my 


| firſt good Maſter, vn- 
| dcr Hom Th in 


= your Church ar So. | 


mertonin Norfolke by the ſpace of foure yecres;and 
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more,till God pronided for me a good Living in ano- 
ther place, which now I haue vnfortunatelyleft; And 
now hauinga ſmall meanes to. liue vpon by my great 
paines in the Pariſh of Weftmin#er, being ſo neere ro 


your Honour; and being requeſted to put this Ser- 


mon in print, Iam bold (as well to ſatishe my good 
Friends requeſts, which were hearers of the ſame , as 


for the benefit of all well-diſpoſed Chriſtians)to come | 
| mend the ſamevnto your Lordſhips favourable ac- 
ceptance, forby your Honerablecountenancel hope 


tro reape much comfert for this my ſmall labour, 1 
ayme atnootherend in this Enterprize, butto ſhew 
my thankfulneſte to:your Honour, and to all my cha- 
ritable Neighbours,thereforeif rath and riotous Cen- 


ſurers, be never ſo enuious in their talke,againſt theſe 


my weake beginnings, yetif your Lordſhip be plea- 
ſed, to grace my good meaning , with your Honou- 
rablecountenance, [ ſhall bee bound topray 
daily tor the continuance of your Lord- 
ſhips health and proſperitie, and 
will cuer remaine, 


Your Lordjhips daily Orator and *% 
moſt aut ifwll Sernant, | 3 
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54 ſole, and not by Vaine and | 
| idle_ camuls ( Nodum To! 
[21 {cirpo quzrere)to find a. | 
| — fu not offered : I wiſh 
| thie Booke may be to thee as Rachel and Leach | 
were to Iacob, fruitfull, and delightful: and | | 
thu I certifie to thee. I did not raſbly, but Verie 
timorouſly, ndertake this burthen to content my = 
1 | friends, and could not be ſo much encouraged by - 
3 many, as I was diſcouraged in my ſelfe : At lai [3 
| reſolued, becanſe the Method of my Teaching | 
hereun i only by way of exhortanion, Paraphra- | 19 
tically expounding enery word of myT ext(which i 
| 1 not the moſt Vnprofitable way whereby the hea- ' 
rer may be edified ) therefore I thought it might be 
| acceptable, and thi: made me the bolder to ſauſ-| . 
 # | fie my Friends deſires,and publikely to make my 3s 
* |/elfeaqquanted with your Chriſtian Carriages : * 
3 | WelEmimnded people will not deny my common. | 
1 | Conrteſie(that is) toiudge of my labors as if they | 3 
F Wers their owne : and this is all I aske. _ +, 
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F.34 k. 00-238: 
Seeke after God, and your ſoule ſhall line. 


He Booke of Pfalmes 
is a ſpiricuall Libraric, 
whether the whole 
breadth of Scripture 
may be reduced for au- 


contained inthis Book, 
we findit admitted in- 
- — — DD AY (1 to the Church , as a 
| VO) en BNET jj Booke of abſolute Di- 
ninitie :and ſo approo- 
ued throughout the New Teftament. 
| This Plalme out of which I hauechoſenmy Text, | 
is a lively deſcription of the paſſions and patience of | 


Chrift, and bis members (the Church.) 


thorityofthe Scripture | 


__ Theſe | 
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The e gaines of ſeeking God, 


| Theſe words which Ihavechoſenfor my Texr, 
are an holy inftru&ion left for all Polterities, where- 
inthey arc ſhewed the gaines of ſecking God z what- 
| ſoeuer elſe we ſeeke for, our labour is but loſt, but in 
ſecking after God , we lhallenioy the fulneſfle of all 
| true comfort to our ſoules, which only is in God; 
| then ſeeke after God, and your ſoule ſhall line, 

In theſe words of my Text, two things arc to bee 
| obſerved, firſt, a precep (ſceke alter God) fecondly, 
' a promiſe, (and your Cute {hall liuc.) 

In this precepralſo, three things are to be conſide- 
red. Firſt, how we ſhould ſecke after God , and that | 
| muſt be( debito modo )in the right faſhion and order. 

Secondly, when wee ſhould ſceke kim,and thar 
muſt bee (debiro tempore) in a fit and right time. 
| Thirdly, where to ſecke God and that muſt bee 
| (debito loco) in theright place. 

Of theſe points only I purpoſe toentreate at this 
time, reſeruing the other part, which is the promilc, 
| vntill another Sabbath. 


——_— 


For the firſt part of the precept , how wee ſhould | 


| ſeeke God, nature itſelte will reach vs, if wee have 
loſt a Jewell which was moſt dearc vnto vs, firſt, to 
| ſeckeit in ſorrow far the lofle : ſecondly , with dili. 
| genceto regaine it : thirdly, with conftant perfeue- 
rancetil|we hauc found it. 

Oh,thenlet not the man endved with grace,plead 
| Ignorance in ſeeking God, butyfirſt, /acrimabiliter, 
| mourntully : ſecondly, diligenter, faithfully: « third- 
ly, perſeneranter , conſtantly in perſcucrance, peuer 
| give oucr vntill you find the Lord, 
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'* | full ſeeking, ſhe found him to her great comfort. 
* {F Teſushimfelfe while hee lined in the World was 
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hi The bleſſed Virgin Marie returning komewards | 
from the Feaſt, and not finding him whom her ſoule | 


loucd(the child Icſus) went back againto 7ernſalem, 
& ſought him, ſaying, Ego & Pater tuns dolentes que- 
rebammus te:T hy Father and 1,haue ſought thee ſorrom- 
And thus recouercd ſheethe Iewell of her joy. 
he ryorous Prodigall, hauing waſted all the 
Treaſure, by which he ſhould hauec liucd, and now 
remembring, how in his Fathers Houſe the hired 
Seruants had meat enough, and he was readic to pe- 


rich for hunger, hee ſought his Fathers loue againe, | 


mournfully confefiing, and ſaying, Father, I hawe_ 
ſinned, &c. and ſo was receined, with feaſting and joy. 
Marie Marzdalene,out of whom Chritt had caft 
ſeuen Dcuils,and was the only friend and comfort of 
her ſoule, when ſhee cameto the Graue, and found 
him not there, {hee bowed herſelfe into the Grave, 
and wept,becauſe they had taken away her Lord, and ſhe 
knew not where they had layd him; and in this ſorrow- 


never ſeene to laugh, but often weeping. 
Wiſe Salomon, in the depth of his Divinitie, ſaid 


| viito mirth, whatayleft thou?& to lavghter,thou art | 
| mad? Ohbleſſed Iclu, how-ſhould I thinke to find 


thee in pleaſure and ioy, whom thy Mother could | 
ſcarce find with teares. #9 

T ake heed therefore , you that feaſt it with Na- 
bal, braueit with Haman, and caroulcit with Bel. | 


to ſeeke the Lord, left the Lord on aſudden, deale 


ſhazzar, and revel] with Herod , notatall regarding | 


og ernnch TY 
Luke 2.48. 
| 

| 
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Luke r5,18. 


Ton 20.1 3:þ 
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Eccleſ9.16 


Ier,29.14-. 


Deut. 4.29. 
Pro, [0.36, 


P79. 23«UI, 


Ter.48.10. 


Luke 15.8. 
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T he gaines of ſeeking God. 1 


the Lord negligently : The Lord loueth 4 cheerefull 
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with you, as with them, and curne your feaſting into 
taſting, takethe cup from your mouth , and fill you 
with ſpuing, turne you out of all your iollitic,and ha-. 
uing perpetuall ſhame vpon you: this can Gog, and 
this will God doc, if you doe not humbly prevent 
his Iudgements, ſeeking to his mercie mournfully. 
Gods Wordes preuaile much with men, and more. 
with God, butteares conſtrainecompathon: our fins 
arecauſeenongh to weep for. Helr then your hearts | Þ 
in ſorrow for y our ſinne , as holy Dauid did , whole 4 
heart in the middeſt of his bodie , was cucnlike mel». 
ting Waxe : that.God may quit your ſoules with 
peace,and ſecke him (lachrimabiliter) mourntully., | 
Secondly, in ſeeking after God, we muſt vie faith- | 
tulneſſe, without {lothfull negligence, and ſecke him 
(diligenter) diligently, as the' woman in the Goſpcll 
ſeeking her Groat that was loſt,did light a Candle and 
ſweepethc houſe, and ſought diligently vatill {hee | 
found it. And as Salomon the wiſe Preacher hath ' 
taught thee, All chat thine hand ſhall find ro doe,doe | 
it with all thy power. Ti 
 Andas Daxid ſeeking the Lord, did ſecke him 
with his whole heart, For you ſhall ſceke mee with all | 
your heart, and Iwill be found of you , laith the Lord. | 
And if thou ſeeke the LO RD with all thy heart, | 
4nd with all thy ſoule, thou ſhalt finde him. For as Vi- | © 
peger tothe teeth, ſo is a ſlothfiull body to them that ſend | Z 
him. | 8 
T herefore the /{eeper ſhall be clothed with ragges, | - 
and he is denounced accurſed that doth the-worke of | | 
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him diligently, that is, faithfully. 
But ſuch is the madneſle ot this rude age wherein 
weliue, and the blindneflc of worldly minded men, 
that they eſteeme no labour too much, in ſeeking at- 
ter worldly gaine, which cannot profit them :andin 
ſecking after the pleaſures of this life, which ma 
much annoy them, but'will not ſtep one foot towards 


whom is the fulneſle of all true felicitie. The Apoſtle 
' complained not withouta cauſe, That all ſeeke therr 
owne", and not the things of Ieſws Chriſt, butif thou 
deſireſt to finde Heauen , ſecke after God by Ieſus 
Chrift, who is gone thither before to prepare a place 
for you, and ſecke him ( diligenter ) with all your 
| hearts, diligently. 


On” 


Comforter, ſecke after him, (perſeveranter )conftant- 
ly with perſcucrance, and bee not weary of well-do- 
ing, forin due ſeaſon yee ſhall reape, if yee faint nor, 

therefore ſeckethe Lord and his face eucrmore. 1s 
the Spouſe nener ceaſed to ſegke him whom her ſoule lo- 
wed, till ſhe found him and tooke hold of him, and left 
him not. 

A Ship that hath made manya faire venture on 
the Sca, and after perifheth in the Haven, brings 
loſſe and ſorrow to the Owner, that hoped for gaine. 
Anda Souldier that fainteth before the battaile bee 
ended, muſt expe& ſhame and death in ftead of Vi- 
Qorie: So he that ſecketh after God, and failerh in his 
Intended courſe, before hee finde him, myſt needes 


—— 


en: (as Zachens ) and will be foundof them that ſecke | 


Heauen, with an holy deſire to ſeeke after God, In | 


| Thirgly, wonldft choy finde the Lord, thy only. 
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Luth.g 62, 


Gen. 19, 


Col.3.Te 
C0l,2.206 


| P/al.1.4+ 
Pſal.112.8, 


Philip. 1.6, 


| P/[s!.51.17- 
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I,COT.10.1 3 


49.310. | rhe Conquerour. Be thou faithfull vnto the death,and 


Luke 21.36 | 
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bring loſſe and ſorrow to his ſoule, and expett confu. 
{10n for faluation. Forthe Crowue,4s given only to | 


I will gine thee the Crowne of life ; the fire of Gods 
| Altar muſt neuer goc out, ſo the zeale of aconftant 
Profeflor muit not be extinguiſhed by worldly carc. 
No man that putteth his hand to the Plough and looketh 
backeys apt tothe Kingdome of God. 

Remember Zozz wife, who for looking backe,was 
turned into a Pillarof Salt: And hauing once begun 
to ſecke after God, and to ſecke thoſe things which 
arc aboue, where Chriſt (itteth at the right hand of 
God, why as though yce lined in the World , are yee 
burthencd with traditions: T he Prophet teſtificth | 
that thelife ofa righteous man ſhall never fade; and 
that the heart ofa righteous man (hall never faint; if 
his faith were enioyned to ſecke after God , through 
all the ficrie tryalls of this World, and all the fierie 
flames and torments of Hel], it would not fticke at 
the condition, being before with confidence perſwa- 
ded, T hat he that hath begunne this good worke in 
him, will performe it vntill the Day of Icſus Chriſt. 
Thus muſt you ſecke aicer God, with a forrowfull 
heart, which he ſhall not deſpiſe; you muſt ſecke 
him diligently that you may bee counted worthy to 
eſcapeall thoſe things that ſhall come to paſlle. 

And that you may ſtand before the Sonne of man, 
ad you muſt ſecke him with perſcuerance,and never 
eiue oucr for any temptation, leſt you fall away, for 
God is faithſull and will not ſuffer you to be tempted 
abouc that you beeable, but will even gine the iſſue 
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with the temptation, thus: Thus, to ſecke the Lord, 
alwayes longing after the God of our ſalvation, wee 
cannot choſe bur finde the comforts of his graces in 
out ſoules, and bec aſſured to bee delivered from the 
powerof darknefle, and to bee tranſlated into the 
Kingdome of his deare Sonne, whether hee bring vs 
all, that hath ſo dearely bought vs with his precious 


Col.x. I3, 


bloud, cuen Ieſus Chriſt our Lord and only Saviour, 


God : It followeth whereby we may learne the time 
when to ſeeke God, which is our ſecond obſeruation 
inmy Text, asin the time of (inne; the lufts of our 
owne concupilcence lcd vs aftray from God, ſo now 
inthe time of grace, through the preaching of the 
Goſpell, being led by the Spirit in the light of faith, 

wee make haſte to returne and ſecke after God in 
whom alone we may find true reſt vnto oor ſoules(de-/ 
bito tempore; )in aconuenicnt time. And asatal times, 


— 


whome, and through whome, and for whome wee line 
and mooue, and haue our being. So weearetavght in | 
boly Scriptures, of three times moſt conuenient to. 
 ſeeke after God; Firſt, (Dum dies eft : Secondly , dum | 
preſens eſt: T hirdly, dum wiſerieors e.) Firſt, while 
Itis day, Nicodemys, though hee was a Ruler of the 

| Tewes, and a Teacherin 1{ra:!, hath this Record lefr 
in IT Ony againſt him, that hee came to ITeſus by 
night. hbbs 2h 

And the Spouſe in the Canticles confeſſeth,. why. 
(he could not finde her Loue, that is, becauſe ſhee 


| = 


| AMA. 
Thus you haue heard the manner how to ſecke. 
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he gaines of ſeeking God, 


ſought him by night,and our Sauiour himſclfe teach- 
 eth, The night commeth when no man can worke. In 
the night of Ignorance weeare more prone to ſecke 
after Error,then the Truth; In the night of linne, we 


GEE On Ot” In CI 


| 


| 


ſecke for the things that pleaſe men, and notthe | 
| chings that pleaſe God, and in the night of death, we | 


| ſhall not bee able to ſeckeatall : For who ſhall gives | 
| thee thankes in the pit ? therefore holy Danid, long- 
ing forthe God of his ſaluation deferresnotime, But 
| jyerh to the Lord before the morning watch, and pro- 
 miſeth early ts ſecke after God : King Tofta, when hee 

was but yet a childe, began to ſeeke after the God of his | 
Father Dauid. Yerily, thechildren of thu World are 

wiſe in their generation, obſeruing dayes, and monerhs, 
' and yeeres, and times, and ſhallthe ſonnes of men har- 
den their hearts ; God ſpeaketh by his holy Prophet, | 
To day,if youwil heare my voyce, &c. and ſhall wee 
harden our hearts to day, and let finne grow till to 
morrow,. | | 


| 


, 


, 
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| 
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Efey 55 6. |phet faith,Seek rhe Lord while he may be found,and call 


eſcape. Suddenly may bis wrath bee kindled , and in | 
| 


Shall weegiuethe cropto Satan, and ſct God to 
gleaning, who knoweth if heſhall liue, repent, or 


the time of vengeance he will deſtroy. Our Life is the 
Way, Heauenis the Covntrey: here make thy peace 
with God, that he may receiue thee there, vnto cucr- | 
glorie forenermore. Thus ſecke to God while itis 

day. 
Secondly , to ſeeke after God (debzto rempore) in 
time of oportunitic,is, while be is preſent, as the Pro» 


te... A 


upon him while he « nigh. It is anexcellent example to i 
vs, | 


tt 


IE 


* | 9rancan doe vnto me, moſt wiſe, ſo he will lead vs vn- 


*1 Regeneration, 79% ſhall ſit vpon twelne Thrones, and 
*j #ndgethe twelue Tribes of Iſrael, as a ſtone caſt vp, 


Virgins hadthe doore ſbut while they ferch Ole: This | 


here they that ſowe in teares, ſhall reape their toy in 
Heauen; as this day leaues vs, ſo ſhall that day finde | 
vs; now God is preſent vnto all , then only vnto his: 

1 goe my way and ye ſhall ſecke me, and yee ſhall diein 
Jour ſinnes, for whither I goe, yee cannot come. Now, . 
therefore ſeeke to follow after God, moft ſweet,moſt 
mightie, & moſt wiſe:therfore he will receiue vs geat- | 
ly, (Eum qui venit 44 me, nonreicio foras) Hee that 
 commeth to me, I caft not out of doores: moſt migh-. 
tie, all power belongeth vnto God, he will defend vs. 
foutly, If the Lord be on my i at, Iwill not feare what. 


to happineſſe: becauſe you haue followed me in the | 


reſts not but in the center : ſo let all them thatare 


(Domine feciiti nos ad te, ec.) O Lord , thou haſt | 


World is the ſeed place, Heaven is the reaping place, | 


caſt forth into the world, not reft, but in the Lord. {| | 


6 99 games of ſeexmg Vod, 149 
| vs, in ob ſeruing the fitteſt time to ſceke God , if wee 
conſider the complaint of the Spouſe in the Coptic. | | 
ſaying, It is the voyce of my Belowed that knocketh, OM 
faying, open to me, my Siſter, my Loue,my Done,my F n- | 
ny for my head us full of dew ,, and my lockes with | 
the drops of the night (all bleflings and happineſſe are 
now to bee receiued at the hands of God)whileſt hee 
u preſent. 4:49 Fr 
| Butwhileſt ſhe roſe to put 0n her Coate , her Beloued ods 
was gone, I ſought him (ſaid ſhee) but I could not finde | © | 
him, I called him but hee anſwered not : So the fooliſh | 1.15.10 


loby 8.21. | 


Pſal186, | 
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 timeof [udgement, not of Mercic : When the good 


made vsfor thy felfe,and we can find no reſt vntoour 


oppreſt with pouerrie, caſt all your care on him, for 


hecareth for you? The Earthis the Lords (which if | 


he giues tice nor, he hath'reſerued Heauecn tor thee) 
ahappicexchange! Art thou gricued with diſgra- 
ces; the rebukes of the fooliſh;the ſcorne of the weal- 
thy, and the diſdaine of the proud, hee brings thee 
gloric for thy-ſhame? Therefore open thegates, O ye 
righteous, and the King of glorie {hall come in, while 
he is preſent: what wouldſt thou haue that thou maiſt 
not? what wouldſt thou be that thou can not ? if 
now thou ſeckeſt afrer God , who is able togiueal! 
things, and will deny thee nothing whileſt he 15 pre- 
ſent,(Nunc vacatur Dems negotys noſtris.) Now God 


hath taken time'to. heare our complaints, to plead 


with man, and to furniſh thelower World, and all 
things contained thercin,with therich bleſsings of his 


[loue;whilſttherfore he is preſentco hearethee, whilſt | 


he is preſent to helpe thee, abſent not thy ſelfe by (in; 
bur ſecke after God whileft heis preſent with thee. 
T birdly, if you will ſceke after God (debzto rem 
pore) faile not todo it (dum miſericors eſt) while heis 
merciful]. He that hath a ſuite to his King, will ob- 
ſerue atime when he may find him beſt pleaſed;now 
isthetime of mercic, now cuery one that ſeekes God 
faithfully, ſhall find him joyfully, but when he hath 
begunto indge in Righteouſneſſe , that ſhall beethe 


man 


Si —— _—— —— th. Mi. —EPIS" 
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| ſoules, butin thy ſelfe: Art thou ſicke of finneg The | 
| whole need not the P hiſician, but the ſicke; I came not to 
call the Righteous, but Sinners, to repentance. Art thou 


, 
| 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| 
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© | vnro God that he may hane mercie vpon him, for 


4 | you, ayd be exalted for his compaſs;on : and ſurel y great | 
*| is the mercie of God incx[pecting ourconuerſion, for 


mate... 


— 


& 


IT Ion 


in ſinne, ten , twentic, thirtie yeeres and more; turne 


yet will the Lord waite that hee may haue mercic vpon 


he would not beare with the TAxegels but cat them 
3} once (inning againſt him; bealſo baniſh the firſt man 
#| out of Paradiſe for breaking one Commandement; 
7 but hee bath borne with vsa long time, and we haue 
7 broken all his Lawes, ftill exſpeRingour converſion 


7 thedeath ofa Sinner, therefore cauſe one another to 
4 returne and Jive, but he that will not bee conuerted, 
7 and becauſe {entenceis not ſpeedily exccuted againſt / 


py 


I cuery cuill workc, doth fully ſct his heart in them to 


[doecuill, ſhall ſfurcl y ſuffer the greater Ivdgement, 
T (Nam quos hic din longanimit-» portat , Illos Deus 
TJeranius damnat) T he longer God forbeareth a ſinner, | 
thc more grieuous ſhall his puniſhment beartlaſt,asin | 


' 


{the examples of Pharaoh, Sodowe, the olde World, | 


fend the 1ewes, Nowcryes 1obnthe Baptiſt, Make 


+ 


; f raight the way of the Lord, this the time of mexcie. 
gxNoweryes Icſus Chriſt, 7 am: the doore, by mee, if any | 


F- 


wanenter in, he ſhall be ſaved. Now doth the Spirit 


man of that houſe is riſen vp, and hath ſhut roo the 
doore, and yee beginne to ftand without, and ro. 
knocke atthe doore, ſaying, Lord, open wvnto vs, hee | 
E | /halrellyou,] know you not., whence yeeare, Depart yee | 
| workers of iniquitie,there ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing 
© | of reeth: yertherefore let him that hath continued 

- 


downe from Heauen ſuddenly like Lightning,for bur | 


7 cillourlaſtage. (Nola mortem peccators) T will not | 


þ 


| 


i —. 


and | 


| 
1 
| 
Luke I3-25 
E 
1:2 
Eſay 3.18.1 3 
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ting 


| and che Bride fay,Come,c let him that is a thirſt come; 
Rew.2a'!7. | andlet whoſoener will, take of the water of Life freely; | 
| For, behold, Icome ſhortly, and my reward i with mee, 
to g1ue euery man according as his worke ſhall be : (who 
will not be drawne by louc, ſhall bee driuen by fearc) 
now God puniſheth man of his mercic, that ſo hee 
might convert him to himlelfe : the cuils which wee 
ſuffer in this life compeld vs to go vnto God: happy is 
that miſcric that vrgeth vs to be better. T hoſe whom 
Chriſt hereafter (if chey continue in linne) will puniſh 
with confuſion ( it they repent) hee receiucth them 
here with mercic, to the end, hereafter, to.crowne 
them for euer with glorie, as he did Hary Hagda- 
lene,repenting : T he prodigall confelling, the Diſci- 
ple denying , and the Thiete of the Cruſſe conver. 
ting, Lord, teach vs ſo to number our dayes, that wee 
may apply our hearts vnto wiſdome , and turneto 
thee in time, while the day of ourlife (hall laſt , and 
while thouarr preſent, in thy fauour towards vs. And 
whiles thou art a mcrcifull God vnto vs, ang thus 
ſeeking, ſo let vs find thee for enermore, _Hmen. _ 
Now you have birrinftruRted in the manner how to. 
ſeeke God, and the time when, Itfolloweth neceſſa- 
rily, you ſhould learne theplace where to ſeeke God, 
which is the third circumſtance of our firſt obſeruati- 
on, ſecke him in (deb:ro /oco) inthe right place, God 
is not in the ſtrong wind of pleaſure and delight, that 
makes ſo many ſwell in vanitie : God is not in the 
Earth-quake of couetouſneſſe, which puts the ſoule 
indangerof adiſmall downfall : God is not inthe fire 


of ſloth, that conſumes the ſoules eſtate in grace, by 
Ns luſt- 
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The gaines of ſeekin 's God. 
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luſtfull cogitations, but in the ſoft ſtil voyce of Humi- 
licie, Contemplation, and Prayer; thereforeto ſeeke 
him in the right place, Search rhe Scriptures, and they 
ſhall tell you of me. Inquire there and thou ſhalr finde 
3 | him ( 1» precepio humilitatis pauperibus) In the Man- 
ger of Humilitic, preſenting himſelfe to the poore (7p 
deſerto contemplations vigilamibm) In the Wilder- 


—— 


Mid 
hn 


neſſe of Contemplation,declaring glad rydings to the 
watchfull (7» Templo exorationts aiſputantibus)In his 
Z | hgy Houle the T enpple of Prayer,ſpeaking peace to 
his people, that call vpon his Name, there and no 
where clſe canſt thou find him, who deſires to ſeeke 
clſe-where, muft goe out of the World. 

Firſt, if you will ſeeke him in the right place, you 
ſhal find bim (1»preceriohumilitatis pauperibus )Y ou 
ſhall finde the Babe ſwadled, and layd in a Manger. 


and Patience,and how tocmbrace Pouerty;all which 
he hath cuen choſcnas bis one part, that wee might 
| neuer deſpayre being his partners; For who #5 like the 
Lord our God, who hath hi dwelling ſo high,yet hum- 
bleth himsſelfe to behold the things that are in Heaucy 
| and Earth. And thus faith the holy Onc,7 dwelt rn the 
XZ high and holy placknvith vim alſo that is of an humble 
| andcontrite ſþirit, to receine the ſpirit of the humble, 
"2 and to gine life to the contrite heart : bee not dilplea- 
ſed with thy poucrtic, tor nothing can bee found ſo 


This was togiue vsan example of perfet Humility, | 


Luke 2.12 


P{al.113.5, 


E ſay 5745. 


Y profitablefor thee, Heaven is the purchaſc of the 
YN poore, anditis the ſumme of Religion, to imitate his | 
2 cxamplewhom thou docſt worſhip, and, Behold, the 
x Sonne of manhath not where to lay hit head. 
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| ; | Heb.11.37. 


Is 18.6.8. 


Lake 12.24 


| 4rd tormented, whom the World was not worthy of - 


| 


| 7able for you.) Thy Sawiour Chriſt, deſpiſetheW or)d, 


{uen. Theioyes of this World are but the Devils 


. The gaines of ſeeking God, 
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j truc joyes placed, where the true life is gone before ; | = 


| in baſcneffe, all theſe mayſt thou findein God, notin 


hy —_—— 


; 


All the Saints of God wandrcd vp and downe,, 7» 
Sheepes skinnes and Goat skinnes , deſtitute , affiifted, 


T herefore hauing foed and rayment, let ws therewith 
be content to follow after Righteouſneſſe and Godlincſſe, 
and to finiſh our courſe in patience.Conſider the Ranens, 
they neither ſow,nor reape, neither haue Store-houſe nor 
Barn,yet our heauenly Father feedeth them; How mnch 
| are yee better then the Fowles. Conſider the Lilies, they 
neither labour nor ſþinne, yet Salomon zn all his Royal- 
tie was not clothed like oneof theſe, If God ſo clothe— | 
| the Graf of the Field , how much more will hee clothe 
them that truly obey him , T herefore aske not what yee 
| ſhall eat or drinke,or wherewith you ſhall be clothed, for 
all ſuch ih:z225 the people of the Warld ſeeke for, but 
ſeeke you after God, and the Kingdome of God, andthe | 
Righteouſneſſe thereof, and all theſe things ſhall bee caſt | 
vpon you. ( ſo farreas they ſhall be neceſſarie and profi. 


' 


our forc-fathersin Chrift, and all the holy Saints of 
God, did victhe World as if they vſedit yot , and 
who would not glzdly loſethe World to winne Hea- 


Poyſons: heere are no truc ioyes, but there arc the 
| And why ſeeke you the liuine amone ſt the dead, Hes 
riſen, hees not here. T he comfort of light is beſt 


| knowne in darkneſle, of health in ſickneſſc, oft honour 


the World : thus hec hath made our life tedious and 


full of troubles, leſt bcing delighted in the way, wee 
INS S . ſhould || 
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[ ling to ſhew thee familiaritic in the common pre: | 


"Bog" . . | 
| Societie, ſeeing all companies (aut pares querunt aut 


TE EINIEY 
| T he gaines of ſeeking God, 
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| ſhould forget the Country whereto we are trauelling, 
| for we haue here nocontinuing Cirie, but ſecke on 
ro'comec even a houſe not made with hands, but etcr- 
nall in the Heavens, ob, ſccke him thus, (4eb7to loco) 
in the right place, 7 hat he may lift thy poore ſoule out 
of the myre of afflietions, aud ſet thee with the Princes 
and Saints in Heauen for enermore. 

Second!y,ſeeke him (debsro loco)inthe right place, 
| ſecke him in ( 77 deſerto contemplationts ) in the De- 
ſert of Contemplation , all you that wayte in pati- 
efice while the Lord ſhall come in power to deliver 
you out of all your feare; behold, I will allure her, 
and bring her into the Wilderneſſe,and ſpeake friend- 
ly.to her (iz ſol;tadine gratia conſeruatir) in deſart 
| places and folirarie,a man is made more apt for Pray- 
er : thetefore 7/aack went forth to pray in the field 
toward the Euening,and Teſus ſent away his Dilci- 
ples, and went itito rhe Deſart alone to pray. The 


much likelier it is we ſhall be tempted inthe Cities of 


facinnt) doe ſecke their like, or doe make them ſo, 
that keepe companie with them. And it is cettaine 


that ioyne together in the ſame ſinne, [hall not be ſe- 
parated from the ſame puniſhment; 

Thy fſovle being calilier loſt in companie then a- 
lone, ſhould therefore line alone, that the may pleaſe 
him alone, whom ſhe bath choſen alone. 
Thy betoved (oh ſoule) is ſhamefaft ,and is vawil. | 


$05 o— 


| 1 


P/al.113 6, | 


Angels found Icſus in the Wildernefſe tempted; | 


(qui iuneuntar iy peccato, ne ſeperantur in pena) they . 
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Hoſe 2, 14. | : 


Gen,24.63 


Mat 4.Tk 
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11-16 -} - Thegamesof ſeeking God. 
ſence.: Leaue therefore publike companie, yea, leave 
thy private family, and receive the blefling of bis 
can.,zri- | Jouc aione, (heare what hee faith) Come,my well belo- 
wea, let v5goe forth into thefield, let vs get vp early to 
ſeeif 1he Vine flouriſh, if ſhee hath budded the ſmall 
Grape, or whether the Pomegranets flouriſh, there will I 
gine thee my Loue. Againe (in ſolitudine cum An- 
gelis conuerſatur) In lolitaric places Angels have oft 
beene ſcene to converſe with men. 
Gen.28.12- Iacob was comforted by the Angels in the Wil- 
Exo4-3-2. | dernefle, as he fled from his Brother Eſau. Moſes was 
infiruted by the Angell of God in the flaming Buſh 
in the Wilderncſſe, what hee ſhould doe to dcliuer 
Mat. 417» | Gods people outof bondage. The Angelscamec and 
comforted Jeſws in the Wildernefſe aftcr hee was 
tempted of the Deuill, T he farther from the World, 
the neerer to God : as an Apple-tree planted where 
the branches ſpread ouer a common way ; thoſe bran- 
| ches ſo ſpreading are al waycs ſubic& to ſpoyle, and 
are made a prey. to cucry Paſſenger, bur thoſe that 
grow inthe compaſſe of the Owners ground, bearc 
fruit vnto the Planters prolit; ſo the man that ſpreads 
his heart tocntertayne the World capnot keepe in» 
nocencie tothe end, whereby it often falls out that 
God loſeth his due, which istheir hcart, and rhey 
| their deitre,, which is Heauen asin the example of 
| As 55. | Anamasand Saphira. Againe (In ſolitudine ſcanaa- 
[ | lum malignorum enitatur) In deſart and ſolitarie pla- 
' ces wee clcape the peyſenjof flanderous tongues, 
therfore 7obn Bapri#d, being to prepare the way ofthe 
Lord, had his continuall abode in the Wilderneſle, 
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'  Thegaines of ſecking God. 
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' where he taught all that came vnto him: When God 
eaue 1/7ael a Law, it wasinthe Wildernefſe, where 
he ſpake vnto Moſes in the Mount; When Jeſu made 
that heavenly Sermon to the multitude, he went into 
a deſart place,and there taught them from the moun- 
tainez by which examples weeare learned that who- 
ſocucr will bee good Teachers , and good Hearers, 
mu{t ſeparate themſclues ſomerimes, and forthe moſt 
part, from common and publike Socicties : for inde- 
fart and ſolitarie places, the minde isinlightened , fo 
it fared with that great King Nabuchadnezzar , who 
ſecing nothing but coniuftion, while hee liuedin his 
ſtately Palace atgreat Babc/, could yet behold Gods 
elorie inthe Heavens, being baniſhed : alſo indefart 
and ſolitarie places , the heartis inflamed with good 
defires , {therefore 1ud;th built her Oratorie in the 
top of hcr houſe, that the priuateneſſe of the place 
might increaſe the zeale of her affection : alſo in de- 
ſart and ſolitary places, the foule is often rauifhed 
with the contemplation of Heavens ſwecetneſſe, as 
lohn the Euangeliſt being baniſhed into the Tle Parh- 
20s, Writ a whole Booke of ſweet Reuelations there, 
 Ifpeakenotthisto animate our Separatifts, whoſe 
daily pra&tice is to draw the Communion of Chrifts 
Church into priuate Conuenticles, bur of the muti- 
nous multitude of this Age, thatioyne hand in hang, 
and have all one Purſe, and are all of onc minde, to 
doceuill, and to worke ll vncleannefle, cucn with 


greedineſle : theſe, yca theſe are they, whom I would: 


have, and whome [ doe beſeech, to conſider of their 
 wayes, and workes,by themſelnes alone, and of Gods 
. pre- 
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| prelence, IE cle to reward cucry man accor. 
| ding as bis workes ſhall be, left the Lord ſhould ſud- 
denly plucke themaway; when they ſhall finde none 
toreſcue them, thus by priuate conterence, (Contel- 
ſton and Abſolution) betweene their ſoules and God; 
let them ſecke out of deſart places, eucn ſecke at-. 
ter God by themſclucs aione, that ſo they may ralte | 
the ſweetneſſe of Gods grace and mercic, inthe ſe- 
crets of their ſoules for eucrmore. 
| _ Thirdly, wouldſt thou know where to ſceke God 
(debito lacs) come to the Temple, where thelips of 
the wiſe preſerue knowledge, they {hal counſaile thee 
(intemploexorations) in = Temolc of Prayer,God 
ſtandeth alwayes readic to hcare all, thoſe that cal}. 
vpon his Name, and to anſwcre all their ſoules that 
defire inſtruftion, T here you cannot faile to heare of. 
him : forin his Temple doth eucry man ſpeake of his. 
honour. When Salomon prayed in the Temple, and 
offered vntothe Lord a Sacrifice, then God promiſcd. 
his bleſſing ro that bouſe for cuer: When King Hc- 
zechia ſored the blaſphemous Lerrer of rayling Rab. 
ſhakeh, before the Lord in the Temple, God promy- 
ſed todeliver the King, and put his foes ro ies: 
We reade of 7eſus inthe Temple, bow he whipt out | 
the Marchants : poſed the DoQors; and daily taught 
the people. 

Firſt, He whiptout the Marchants, ſaying, 49} 
| Houſe ſhall be called the Houſeef” Prayer , but you hane | 
made it 8 Den of T heeues, (marke.I pray,you) he.ſot. | 
fereth noneto buy and ſell, but taught themal), that 


cameto heare and pray ;: ſuch fill arc welcome t to. 
thcir, 
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- ag Jan The « gaines 1s of ſeeking God. 


their Sauiour : : butin this monſtrous Age, moſt doe| 
come to make marchandize, both in andof the Tem-| 


tucs,and Donatiuesinto Penſions, leaving ſcarce the 
price of a Liverie for the Prieſt, that wayrtcth on the 


| i———— 
hmm d 


———______ 


ple. 


[peake not at all, or ſpcake plcaling things, and ſparc 
houſe of 1ſrae/ their linnes , that they might forſake 
their wicked waycs and turne againe vnto the Lord 
and line. And-ſome make marchandize of the Tem« 


orit not quite wafic, yet more then halfe ſpoyled : | 


Princes of the children of A-:»m02 dealt wich the 


| Meſſengers of Dauid, who thared of the halte of 


their beard, anc cut off their Garments in the mid- 


| dell, ſo roo many at this day bauc- ſpoyld the Trea- 
ſures of the Temple, firangely metamorphoſing 


Parſonages into Vicarages, and Vicarages into Donia- 


dt. 


Altar, and ſhould live of the Altar. 

But the Lord will one day come againſt them as he 
came againſt Lntiochm that fought ro deltroy the 
Templeof God, hedid it nor, bur whilche thought 


Diſcaſein his bowels, inviſible, and incurable, ſo that | 


| he d1-1: ſo you that now 1:ue of rhe ſpoyles of the | 


| Temple, God will one day whip you out with arod 
of Iron. 
Secondly, Teſs was fornd inthe Temple poſt ing | 
D 


to tell the boulc of 1udah their tranſercthons,and the | 


ple, and arc not at reſt til the Houſe of Godl]ye walte, 


dealing with the Embaiſadam of the Lord, as the 


| 


Some make marchandizein the Temp and teach 
not the way of God truely, but for feare or flatteric, 


- 


. | todoe it (marketbat) the Lord plagued him witha |. 
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| made parrtakers of his holy Word, come not hither, 
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The gaines of ſeeking God. 
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the Doctors: a good Leſſon for vsall to learhe : Firl}, 
tor vs Miniiters, for hee thar deſireth the office of a 
Bilhop mutt be apr to teach, being ſuthciently inftru- 
ted toconuince Herelite, ro exhort vato Godlineſle, 
and to rebuke them that (inne beforcall, tharothers 
alſo may feare, or elſe he is vaworthy to bcea Maſter 
vnto the i/rac/ of God, it hee bee ignorantof theſe 
things. 

Second] y, hereis agood Lellon for you tolearne, 
that cometothe Temple and Houſe of God, to bee | 


NT — — ——  — —— —— —— - —— ——— -— 


co heare the Preacher, as the 7ewcs came to licare 
Chriſt,thatthey might intangle him in his talke,nor as 
Herod who heard 1ohn Baptii# gladly, yet cut off his 
head, nor in preſumption with the Jewes to teach 
your Teachers: if you due? thenas Chriſt ſaith,take 
heed how you heare. And know that all wee that 
hauc our errand from Heauen, and arecalled of God 
25 d4aron was, hauc knowledge ioyncd with autho- 
ritic ſufficient, without feare of them that haue au- | 
thoriticto kill the bodie, but are not able to kill the 
ſoulc, boldly to preach the Goſpell of Chriſt Icſus | | 
cucn before Kings, and to make you tremble at our | ? 
Dorine,as Felix did to heare Paw! preach of Iudge- | 
ment. And can ſo calily confuteſuch bultc Ignorants, | 
that they (hall willingly confefle vnto their ſhame; we | | 
rcach as men hauvingauthoritie, & not as the Scribes. | | 
T hirdly, Teſus ſatedaily in the Temple to teach | | 
the people: he that will take the fleece, mult feed the 

flocke. Lalle 
For whoſocuer fhall periſhin thy Fold ( for vue 
of | 


—__—__ 
— — ——————_ _- ——__ h— —— 
De Yr 3 I EN RE IInY _ 
e's DF" Co Ps =. - Wwe" ok Sree IX 
$ OR ION CO Oe On 2 Ds TE SIT ECEN 4 
<a" ea Weep og Ennio anion de gn nn eng, 5 


a . 
nom omar 


Oe I IO 


= 


————__— — OCW Oy oem ee i o—— 


yung 
ww 


cr 


le 


MAD Ad. _—_— CE 5 "1 


0 , "A ET OR "WS . Wa y EI Re Fe Oe PREPIS OE OY Eye ONE III ae ore ar ot $I a6 
. _ b Joury we bs ES Sa vs age oe ad te 2 os ws. Bo Ee 8 LA oo: 7 I TO I I 2 CN £8 (7 AO PP F SF 6. 5 L 
IQ "RY Woes wo of rtf 5 T7 K.\ Bs : : - + "7" * > % Sat 3 ie FIAT y bt 
; ot, "EL CIS Th * is Y Api # R * p ” _ gots IT 43, CEL we td” wa v Fe 
- ————_ W—_— A 
. 1 | 
——_— ——_—_—<___ Cy - 


——— 


of inftruQion) his ſoule will I require at thy bands, | 


ith the Lord;and my ſheepe heare my voyce(marke 
that)if it be our dutie to teach,its your duty to heare. 


Therefore, I admonilh you all, examine your {clues | 
how you have profited in the Schoole of Chriſt, long | 


hath the holy Goſpellbccne tanght vnto vs, if we be 
not bettered by theſe holy Conncels, its a ſure token, 
that we bave not yet fought after God (debits modo) 
as we ought, with our whole heart, mourntuily by 
Repentance z diligently ſecking nothing but Gud, 
conſtantly not fainting till wee find bis Spirit anſwe- 
ring our ſpirits in loue. Itsalſo an infallible token of 
our itregular lite,carcicf]eof our ſmall time of abode, 
in that we will not ſecke him (deb7to rempore) while 
it is day watchfully : while he is preſent cheercfully, 
while heis mercifull acceptably. Irs alſo a manifeſt tc- 
ſtimonic of our contempt againſt God refuſing to 
come where God is, forthe Lord isin his holy Tem- 
ple, therefore wee muſt ſecke bim (deb7to loco) In bis 
Templc, topowre ovt our hearts in Prayer before 


| him : In his T empleto learne inftrufion, and to in- 


cline our hearts to vnderftanding. In his Temple 
revercntly to obey our ſpiritvall Tcachers, znd not 
to relift the autboritic of their Doarine nor to make 
difference of the holy Word of God ; and of the 
Goſpell of Teſus Chriſt, by having inreſpeR of per. 


| ſons,any man,bur only for the words ſake. 
T hus to ſecke after God ( debito modo, debito | 


tempore, debito loco) we ſhall be ſure to find him with 


loy vnto our ſoules : which bleffing God grant vnto 
vs all,throvgh leſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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| large, of thi ſecond part which is the Promiſe, I pur- 
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Here 
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P$8AL. 69. 32. 
Seeke after God, and your ſoule ſhall line. 


_— ——] His Text I partly band- 
Eten Zfot SEED Bl led before "onto the 
wy Tea} reft rillnow : then-I de- 
vided it into two parts, 
firſt, a Precept, in theſe 
words, Secke after God: 
& || ſecondly, a Promiſe, in 
E =» | theſe words , and your 
ſoule ſhall line. T be firſt 
7 ij part, which is the Pre-. 
cept, | handled then at | 


poſe now totreate,and doe bumbly beſeech Almigh- 
tic God his alh ſtance, and your gentle patience. 


for ſo ſaich my Text, (your ſorle ſhall line) In the 


| 


The eaines of ſeek 1g God, mr 


F — 


Here indeed is the true gaines of ſeeking after God, 


hand'1ing whereof, thele are the chicte points where- 
into in{iit : firſt, the dignitie conceiucd in the Word 
(ſoule: ) ſecondly, rheiqualitic inthe Word (your: ) 
thirdly,the vtilictie and comfort of the ſoule, intheſe 
words (ſhall line.) 

Fir!t, the dignitie of che foule fitly mentioned in 
the verie Word it ſelfe(ſoule) lnall more pliinly bee | 
conceiucd in the con(ideration of theferhree circum: | 
ſtances : firſt, the condition of the foule,, while wee | 
conſider the matter and eſſence whereof rhe ſoule | 
conliiteth, For, behold, In the ſoules Creation God 
only made it according to his owne Image, a ſpiritu- 
all and incorporeall ſubſtance: And _1£12ui/pe rea- 
ſonigg about the ſoale, ſaith thus (Anima ef incor- 


' 


orea ſubſtantia regens corpus, ſicut enim in Deo vna 
efteſſentia, & tres diftintte perſone : ſic inanima vna 
eft eſſentia r5 tres diſtinite potentie, Memoria, Intelli- 
gentia,Voluntas: ) which is thus in Engliſh : The ſoxle 
u a. ſpirituall ſubſtance , zouerning the boie, for as in 
God there is but on? eſſence, and three diſtini# perſons: 
ſo-un the ſoule there ts but one eſſence and threeidiftint? 
owers, that s, the Memorie, the Vnderſtanding , and 
theWill; (bur howſocuer ) the immorcalitie of the 
ſoule may be proved in this, inthaticneuer ceaſcthy | _ 
to line, eucn in miſeric. 
T hus you ſeethedignitie and excellent nature of 
the ſoule, for according to the Ima1ge of God, the 


ſoule is made reaſonable, and may bee 1mployed a- 


bour every thing , but cannot bee ſatisfied with any 
thing. | 
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ucr is lefſe then God, is vnable to fill it. 


| dayned for the fruition and viſion of God , O my 
| ſoule thatart formed inthe Image of God,betrothed 
| by faith, and indued with the Spirit, loue him, O louc 
| him, of whom thou art fo much beloucd, O knit thy 


and ſeeke after him that ſceketh for thee,O ſecke after 
| God, &c.. 

But alas, for the ſtiffe-necked, hard-hearted Sinner, 
what {hall become of thee, why doe you lo negle 
the ſalvation of your ſoules which are immortal]. 

It thou diddeſt trucly know the dignitic of thy 
ſelfe, O ſoule, whoſocucr thou beeſt , thy (ins would 


| [beabominablevnto thee: a noble ſpirited man ſcorns 


rude and baſe companions, and all men naturally 
doc ſhunne theplague, and their dearcſt friends pol- 
ſeſt therewith: There is nothing ſo balc as ſinne, the 
| verieplagucand infeQion of the ſoule: Oh then for- 


\ ſake and loath thy dearcii affetions lo long asthey 


arc in loue with ſinne,and let the conſideration of thy 
| ſoules dignitic keepe thee in innocencie for cuer- 
more. ; 
| Theſecond circumſtance to be conſidered, whereby 
we mayknow thedigniticot the ſoule(is by compari- 
| ſon) wherein it ſhall appeare, how infinitely the ſovle 
exceeds the bodie with all the members thereof, and 
all chings whatſoever have bcene created beſides : E- 
very ſoule is better then every body, for that that gi. 
ucth life, is betterthen that which receiucth ir , and 
the 


thing, for it being made capeable of God, whatloe- 


O noble Creature, thou ſoule, which art only or- | 


heart vnto him, that hath knit himſelfc to thy ſovle, } 
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the ſoule giueth lite to the bodie : yea, ſo much as the 
Firmament of Heaucn is more beautifull then the 


3 | Earth: ſo farre doth the ſoule exceede in glorie the 


 beautiluileſt bodie that cucr was framed, O how ad- 


T | micableis the divers coloured beautie of all the Ele. 


| ments, and of all the celeſtial] Firmament, how plca- 
| {antand profitable vnto vs , and how neceſſaric the 


thou, © God, that haſt made al] 
things, haſt placed & ſubiectcd al! theſe things vnder 

| mans feetzthat only Man remaining Lord ouer all thy | 

| Workes, {hould himſelferemayne only thine , and. 
| which is more, all outward things are created & or- 
dayned for the bodice, but the bodieit ſelfeis ſubict 
tro the ſoulc, and the foule i it ſc]te'is ſubie&vnto thee, 
thatitmight only ſcrue thee, only 
only poſleſſe thee alone. The price of the whole 
Word isnot to be valued to the worth of the ſoule ; 
for what (hall it\profic a man to winne the whole 
| World and loſe his owne foule. Wee readethat the 
| boly Saints haue crucified their owne bodies, and 


| 


| chaſtized themſclues with hard penance, and all thar 


they might ſauc their ſoules : For they that are Chriſt's 
| hay crucified the fleſh with the affections and lufts of it- 


| O you holy Saints, and deareſt friends of God, tell 
vs, O tell vs, why with ſo many Watchings, ſo many 
Prayers, and ſo much Diſcipline, you haueſo cruel- 
| ly mortified your fleſh. 

O moſt glorious Martyrs, why have you expoſed 


not refuſed to die, yea,. cuena violent death, with 


i —_— 


EX | ſervice of them is for vs, =y yet alltheſe were made / 
TX | but for the ſonic : 


loue thee, and | 


your ſelues to ſuch cruell torments, that you have 


| cheer- | 


Gal, 5.4: 
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| cheerfulnefſe embracing ſuch a ſentence? O biciled | 
leſus, why diddeſt thou ſuffer three and rhirtie yeeres. 
rogether, hunger, thirſ, labour, weat,dcepe wounds, | 
and finally death ir ſelte, they anſwere all aloude, ic 
was fortheſonle ? theretorc it is maniteſt the ſoule is 
| morc precious then all the other things of the world: 
Seeing thenall things are but vile in compariſon of 
| the ſoule, why doe wee ſo vainly care for the preſer- 
vation of encry thing but the ſoule : our bodies, our ' 
| riches, our cartcl], our garments are curiouſly decke 
and provided for, but alas, few men haue any reſpea 
atall vnto their ſoules, O vnhappic wretched men, 
why are you ſo carc/ull about many things, nay,euc- 
ry thing, ſaving this one thing, for which all your care 
ſhould be beſtowed? = 5 
Remember Chriſts counſell to Maries complay- 
ning Siſter (Martha, Martha, thou careft and art 
troubled for many things, but one thing only is ne- 
cc{ſyric, O then, beloucd-:n the Lord, let vs lovingly. 
Care for this one thing (our ſoule) in the faithfull pre- | 
[cruation whereof confiltcth all things elſe that per- 
raineto mans eternal] happineſle, which God give vs. 
grace truly to performe for cucrmore, Amen. BW 
| The third circumſtance to be conſidered, whereby 
to know the dignitie of the ſoule, is by the babitari- | 
on bcing capeable- of ſuch a glorious T cnant as| 
the Holy Ghoſt for God bath createdthe ſoule rono | 
other end but for himſclfe , which is to be his habita- } 
Wit | tion, ſothatthe ſoule is called the Temple of God, | 
Wk | <.607-3-16. | Ag the Apoſtle ſaith, Know yer not that yee are the 
Wt | | Temple of the Holy Gho## , and that the Spirit f ins 
verry Fitvs wel- 
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© Thegainesof ſecking God, 


| dwelleth iy you (if you bee the holy ſeate of God) thi- 
| ther our Sauiour comming to keepe perperuall Holi- 
| dayes,hath ordayned all things neceflarie for the ho- 
| nour of his cntcrtaynment. Soong as God dwels in 


of Angel; to guard him; Hee ſhall gine his Angels 
charge ouer thee, to keepe thee in all thy wayes : And the 
| Angell of the Lord tarryeth round about them that 
| feare him, todeliner them. 

Behold, the dignitic of the ſoule, how God hath 
appointed the Angels, that are ſo noble Creatures, to 
bee their keepers; Man made lower then the Angels, 
yet, lo, attended by them : Surely, its great dignitic 
ro the ſoule, that cuery man at his birth hath an An- 
gellchoſen to bee his keeper; And this Angell is fo 
/ employed about our bulineſſe, as a Meflengeralwaies 
running betwixt the Beloved and her Loue, offering 
our Delires and Prayers,as an acceptable Sacrifice vn- 
to God, and bringing downe the Royal] Preſent of 
Gods holy Gifrs into the ſoule , til] ftirring vp the 
ſouleto allgood workes, and Jabouring to appeaſe 
| Gods wrath, thatir ſhould never bee kindled againſt 
| vs: this Royal prerogative of the foule,to cntertayne 
| Godasa Gheſt, truely deſcribes the dignitic of the 
| fame, which all this while is attended with an Armie 
of heavenly Souldiers. 
 Againe , whileſt God inhabiteth the righteous 
ſoule, he makes it a continuall feaſt, in the large open 
Chamber of a quier conſcience, and gives them the 
Bread of Life to feed vpon , even by breaking his 
owne precious Bodie vnto them , the efteA of bread 


4 -- is | 


the ſoule of a iuſt man, Hee hath commanded an Ho# 


| 
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The gaines of ſeeking God. 


he 
—_ —— 


PR 


he 


isro preſerue life, and to ttrenghten mans heart : So 
Chriſt that is the true Bread come downe from Hea- 
uen, giueth them ſpirituall Bread (bis Bodiz)thereby 
to preſcruethe lite of the ſouie z Labour not then for 
the meate that perijheth, but for the meate that endu 
reth toeuerlaſting life , which the Sonne of man ſhall 
giue vuto you, for him hath the Father ſealed. 
Againe, yet whilcft God inhabiteth the righteous 

ſoule, hee bringeth her a grearer bleffing then Caleb 
could beſtow vpon his Danghter, alchough hee gaue 
| her the Springs aboue & the Springs beneath, arich_ 
1ſb.15-19. | Dowrie : For, whereas Man by nature and [inne i made 
barren of all Grace, yetbcing bathed and waſhed in 
the eucr-ſtreaming Fountaine of Chriſts Bloud by 
Repentance , and renewed by the Grace that is 
brought vnto her through our Lord Telus Chriſt, 
She is made fruirfull in cucry good worke , and to 
walke acceptably before God. 

T be Apoſtle ſhewing the Corinthians , That the_ 
vnrighteous ſhall not inherit the Kingdome of G O D, 
faith, ſuchwere ſome of you, but ye are waſhed, but yee 
are ſanitified : behold thedignitie of the ſoule,in the 
eſtimation of her pricez Foy, ſaith-the Apoitle, yee are 

1.Cor.6.20 | bought with a price : Great i the price of the ſoule—, 
whome nothing could redeeme but the bloud of Teſias 
| Chri##: God make vs careful] of this dignitie for cucr- 
| more, through Ieſus Chrift our Lord, Amen, 
In the fecond place we are tocon'ider the qualitic 
| of the ſoule, which may bce vnderſtoad in thethree 
powers of the ſoule, which [told you of before, and 
is mentioned in this word (your.) 
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T he gaines of ſeeking God, 
Firit, (Sapientiar docet) It teacheth vs Wiſedome: 
Secondly, (Mund/tian ſernat ) lt preſerverh vs in In- 
nocencie : T hirdly, [Conftantiam nutrit) it nourith- 
th our Conſtancie, who were clle vtterly vnable to 
fight that great and tedjous battaile betweene vs & 
our (piriteall encmies, It treacheth vs wiſedomethree | 
wayes, (intelligende preterita) by vnderſtanding the 
| things leng lince palt. (1udicanda preſentia) inbeing 
| abletodiſcerne and iudge of thoſe things that bee 
| now preſent ; (Expeitando futura)in expeting good 
B things to bee recc1ued hercafter at the hands of God, 
Firit, (Itellraende preterita, bona Anime Sapien- 
tie) Wiledome is the treaſure of the ſoule, a good 
man knoweth all things which God hath madero be 
knowne, aſwell thoſe things of the World which are 
paſt, as the things that are to come,cuen the inviſible 
| things of God, that is, hiscternall Power and Ged- 
head, are ſcene by the Creation of the World, being | 
conlidercd in the Creatures his Workes: T his made 
Danid (ing, The Heauens declare the glorie of God, 
ard the Fi: mament ſheweth his handy-worke—: the 
\ ſeuleis only capeable of Reaſon, and therefore con. 
lidcring the worthineſle of her ſelfe, the vileneſſe of 
| the bodie, and the ſhortneſle of this life;thereforc ſhe 
cbuſeth rather te prouide for the Life to come which | 
15 immortal], then to regard at all this life which is | 
ſo tranſitorie, this makes vs to worſhip God, be'ore 
' whom wee muſt ſtand torcnder opr account at the | 
Day of Iudgement : this made boly D aural fairhfully 
10 apply his heart unto Wiſedome , after hee knew how | 


few dayes he had to line : this knowledge and vnder- 
E-2  ſtand- 
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The gaines of ſeeking God. 
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| ſanding, is the true difference betweene Man and 

Beaſt, and therefore wee reade of Pauls complaint, 

that he had fought with Beaſts at Epheſus, afrer tne 

manner of men, that is,beaſtly men, carnally mind-. 
ing carthly things, but not ſagouring the things of 
God :and (urely, he that is ignorant ot theſe things, 

may be-ſaid ro have no ſoulc,as we reade of Zphrain, 

Who was ſaid to bec like a Done deceined withaut a 

heart, that is, without a ſoule : worldly wiſemen are 

| cucn like Moles and beaſts (17 terra ſapienter ſe ha- 

bent, ſupra nihil vident) T hey bebaue themſclues 

orderly vpon Earth, but ſee nothing concerning the 

myſteries of Heauen, burj;ir is the ſovle doth teach 

vs to vaderftand wiſedome ſecretly, 0 give mee vie 
derſtanding and 1 ſhall line. 


hil aliud eft quam redaere cuique quod ſunm eſti) T his 
iudgement 1s nothing elſe, but for vs to giue eucry 
man his owne, T hereforc let euery man ariſc,and (it- 
ting in Indgement vpon the T hrone of his ſoule, lct 
his thoughts accuſe or cxcule, let his confcience wit- 
neſle, and lethis memoriegiuc right Judgement in all 
things concerning himſelfc, and God, and man; For 
himſelfe, let him forſake finne: For God , let him 
| puniſh (inne : For men let himdoe good. 

Righteouſneſſe is nothing elſe but not to ſinne(7u- 
 ftres quod contra Iuſtitiam fecit per lachrimas punit) A 
juſt man puniſheth that (inne with tcarcs, which hee 
hath committed by frailtie. 1/ wee would zudze our 
ſelues, we ſhould not bee indeed, therefore, What ſoener 


yee would that men ſhould doe vnte you, enen ſo doeyee 
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Secondly, ( Indicands preſentia hoc indicitm ni- | 
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God hath ordained vsto bee [udges inthe Court | Fe 
| of ourconſciences, that we might arraigne our ſinnes | 4 
and put them to death. * | di 
T his is the wiſedome of the ſoule, (neuerto con- | ji s 
ſent to any, though neuer ſo good) if hee docthe | 1:3 
| thingsthat are euill, and neuer tocontradi any man ji; 
(though ncuer focuill,) if hee doe thething thatis } | 
| good. TÞ his Indgement can no waties bee fo truely. | 
_ | performed, as by the helpe of the memorie in our | Fo 
 Z | ſoules, oneof the powers of the ſoule, that keepes | i 
Z | thewholecourſc of our life in the comlineſſe of good vt 
3 | order. | [2 
| | Thirdly,(expecZando futura bona) expeting good | | 
3 things to come, which procced from the grace of | &- 
3 | God through a good conſcience, and this is inthe =_ 
: choyce of the will : Many things ſceme hard to the Bo 
3 | vnwilling, but nothing is vneafie to a good will, for } = 
I it a ſmall reward in this life , makes vs cſteeme great 1.3 
Z | labourlittletoyle z how much rather ſhould our c- {5 
2 | ternallreward of thar bleſſedneſſerocome, make vs | —- | © 
2 | cheerfully ro meer all contronting troubles, and com- [3 
2 | fortably to expect all ſucceeding graces and offered | | 
2 | bleffings, which God hathaſſured to them that obe- +3 
2 | dientlyſerue bim, who would not expe the reward F2 
2 | promiſed, (yea though he be a ſinner) ſeeing Godis 2 
2 | mercifull : The ?ſa/-7f thus reaſoneth with his | 1-1 
2 | fainted foule, Why artthou ſo heauie, O my ſoule! | 
3 | and-whyartthou ſo diſquieted within me 2? O, pur | 
| thy truſt in God, for I will yetgiue him thanks which | 
| Is the helpe of my countenance and my God, Three | | 
4 EY E 3 things ne” 1 2 
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T he games of ſeekin God, 
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things doe moue the ſoulc in willingneſle, to waitc | 
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| forthe blefſingsof Gods reward. Fir!i, the Charitie 


of our adoption, who being ſlaves ro Sinne and Sa- 
tan, by Icfus Chriſt, are nowcalled , the ſonnesof 
God. Secondly, thetruth of bis promiſe, who is ne- 
uer forgetfull of his Covenant made to a thouſand 


mance, to whom all power bejongeth , and whois 
mercitull ro reward cucry man according to his 
works, «IDS 
The Husbandman paticntly expeceth che fruits 
of thecarth; and agood pawne is counted a ſuthci- 
cnt ſecuritie :We baue Gods Word and Sacraments, 
and Chriſt himfelfe hath laid downe his lite for vs 
( cum opus proficit premy fiducia creſcit ) when the 
worke1s fim{hed, the expeAation of the reward en- 
creaſeth : Thus, behold, wiſcdome is infuſed into 
man by the powers of the ſoule , and this isrbe firſt 
qualiric to bc obſerued in the ſoule (ſaprenriam docet ) 
it teachcth vs wiſedome, 2 
Secondly, (munditiam ſeruat,) itpreſerueth vs in 
innacencie and fanctitic; the P/a/mrſt propounds 4 
queſtion, and anſwereth himſelte, Who ſhall aſſend 
into the Hill of the Lord, or who ſhall riſe vpin his 
holy place ?cuen hee, that hath cleane hands and a 
purc heart, and hath not lift vp his minde vnto vani- 
tie, nor ſwornetodeceiue his Neighbour , hee ſhall 
_ recejue the blefling of the Lord and righteouſneſſe 
from the God of his ſaluation : And whatpart of man 
can performethis, but the ſoule ? the ſoule and ſpirit 
only keeps the heart from euill thoughts, the mouth 


from 
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generations. Thirdly , the poſhbilitie of his perfor- | 
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T he gaines of ſeeing God. 
from corrupt communication, the hands from hate- 
full works, ſorhat hereby weeare taught, the ſovle | 
preſcructh vs innocent in heart , in word 2nd 16 
deede. 

| No man putteth a precious oyntment which hee 
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is delirousto preſeruc and keepe, into a veſlcll that 
hath bcene vied co filthic and corrupt ſauours, 
rherefore waſh your hands, O finners , and cleanſe 
your hearts, you double minded; keepe your hearts 
cleanethat wouldreceiuc the graces of God, for God - 
will not ſend downe his grace to enter into that heart 
that is accullomed to {inne, It is calter to make him 
rich that hath a great ſubſtance lefr of Parents, and 
is earcfvl] ro preſcrue the ſame, then for the prodi- 
gall, that hath already conſumed the inheritance of 
his fathers. So hee that yet bath preſerved the ver- 
tues of nature, may more calily be inriched with the 


| I. Cords. 


graces of the Spirit, then hee that hath loſt the inno- 
cencie of his ſoule : T helife and (ſpirit, yea cuen the 


prehendecd in this one word, /ex/e:thisis the great 
W hcele, that ſers all the reft agoing (vnto goog or 

\cuill:) as itis, ſo arc they cucnall the parts and mem- 

| bers of the bodie; The innocencic of the foule con- 
liethin the forſaking of linne and following of grace, 
when weccaſe to doe ecuill, and lcarnc to doe well: 
if che heart be free from evill choughts, all the bode 
{hall be free from (inne ; therefore when God willed 
Teruſalem to walh her heart from wickedneſſe that | 
ſhe might be ſaved (he concluded) how long ſhall enill .. 


thoughts remaine within you: there {1nne-beginnes, 


. vndcrftanding of the heart is of the ſoule, and com- | 
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{ but by the ſoule, and only bythe powers thereof is 


there the rootes are faltned, pluck vp therootes then, 


a ; TE 


and it ſhall bee impoſſible for {inne to proſper. It was 
Damias petition, Make me a cleane heart, O God, and 
renew 4 right ſpirit within mee . Thus you ſee the 
ſoule and ſpirit keepe the heart in innocencie, and ſo 
all the bodic ſhall be cleane from (inne, alſo the ſovle 


and ſpirit of man, while hee lives, muſt keepe the 


mouth from corrupt communication : As in the 
rongucof a Swine, wee dociudge of the ſoundnefle 
of the bodie, ſo by the words of the month, the 
cleaneneſſe of the ſoule is conceiued ; for when a 
good man openeth his mouth, bchold, as it werein | 
a temple, the glorious {tmilitudeof a holy Soule: A 
good man out of the good treaſure of his ſoule bring- 


cth forth good things, thercfore let no corrupt com- | 


munication proceede our of your mouthecs, butthat 
which is goodrto the vſe of cdifying, that yce may 
miniſter grace vnto the Hearers, and grieuc not the 
holy Spirit of God. By his cuill words, wce know, 
that ancvill mans tongue is ſet on fireof Hell; And 
by agood mans words, we conceive his tongue to be 
ſet on fire by the holy Ghoſt ; therefore the holy 
Prophet exhorteth, 0 ſing yer praiſe with vnderſtan- 
ding , no member without the bodic, no part or fa. 
culric within the bodiciscapeable of vnderſtanding, 


vnderſtanding infuſed into.other parts, as you have 
beene taughtalready : iftherefore yce will grace your 
ſelues, andedifie your Brethren, and glorifie your 
God.O let your ſoul:s ſpeake firſt vato your tongues, 
and be a watch vnto your mout hes, and ſct the ſeale 
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| of wiſedome vpon your lips,that ye may ſpeake with 
vnderitandiu8, it is the phraſc of the wiſe 7ew (there- 


heart. If therefore you delire to bee counted wile 
| and would not ſpeake like fooles,often let your loules 
take heede vnto your mouthes that you oftend notin 
your tongue: according co your words will all men: 


— . FB! : : Ty 6 : ; pla, + 2-8 Ys : & a 
The gaines of ſeekino God 'I 
+ 


| fore Ipray beare with me,) The hearts of Fooles is | 
[| 1ntheic mouth, but the mouthof the wilc1s in their 


——— —_— 


| 


ludge of your lives, if your words be prophane, your 


| conuerſation cannot be holy,if your words bee good, | + 


men will judge your lives to bee honeſt ; by good 
words the ſoule is delighted, by cuill words the ſoule 
1sgrieucd : But take heede if one of vs will ſcarce a- 
bide where wee haue rude and baſe entertainment, | 
' how much rather ſhall che holy Ghoſt, (the-ſoules | 
 ghelt) being daily difquiered with blaſphemies;, and 


| man or no, but by his outward ations: for the ha- 
| bite of the ſoule is knowne by the workes of the bo- | 


diſgrac't with filthy talking, ſecke tocbange her habi- 
tation, and leaue vs deftitute of all grace. Againe, | 
the ſoule mult bee our guide and leade vsinouracts | 
ons, that we may docal| things to the glorie or God, | 
- Grace is the life of theſoule, by which: only 'man.is- 
taught the knowledge of his ſinnes, the loue of God, 
and how to cleaue faſt vnto him, now it is impoſh- 
ble for vs to iudge whether grace be in the ſouleof 


dic, the worke ſhewes what the ſople is, every mans 
life isas his foule,therefore ſaith our Sautour, let your | 
light ſo ſhine before men, that they may {ce your,] 
good workes, and glorifie your Father which isin.| 
Heauen,and we ſay a wicked man bath an vofaithfull | 
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. ſoule 1 a good man is knowne by his workes,as aTrec 
by his fruits, do well then and men ſhall ſpeak well of 


thee. The ſonvle moguing the membersof the bodic 
to doc good, makes the whole man delightfull to be 
in the aſſembly of the faithfull, as rhe Prophet ſaith, 
Iwas glad whenthey ſaid unto me; we will oe into the 
Houſe of the Lord, andall my delight ſhall bee in the— 
Saints that dwell upon Earth , andvpon fach as excel 
mY ertue. 

Alſo ſhe reacheth them innocencie in their priuare 


life, knowing that they are alwayes in the fight of 


God, and therefore they abſtayne irom all iniquitie ; 
and ſhee teacheth them co deale ivſtly and charitabl y 
with all men Magiſtrates to deal colcionably in their 


Offices, Subieas to yeeld reuerent obedience to the 


Magiſtrates: briefly, ſoto line one with another, that 
the fruits of our faith may be made manifeſt vnto all: 
and ſhee teacheth them of what calling or condition 
ſoever they be, ſo to exerciſe themſeclues in their ſe- 
verall vocations, that they may bce profitableand 
helpfull to themſelues, and private Families to the 
Church and members of God, and to the whole 
Common Wealth wherein they live : Thus you ſee 
the qualitic of the foule to keepe vs innocent in our 


| heart, our mouthes, and our workes, which God 


grant vnto vs for cuermore. 
Thirdly (Conſftantiarsnutrit) itnouriſheth Con- 


Rtancie: which is theſethree wayes (/umiliter accip;- 


endo) humbly taking vp our Crofle:{parienter role- 


rando) patiently bearing our affliftions : (f#delirer dj. 


lizendo) faithfully lovingour FatherscorreRion. 


| 


| 


Firſt, | 


On I” IO 
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E irſt, ( chumiliter accipiendso) while eakiay doc 
aſlaulr vs, our ſoules are humbled within vs, there is 


218cn vs aprickeintheflcſh to buffer vs, leſtweſhould 


be cxalted aboue meaſure : the weake fleſh is readie 
ro ſhunneall incumbrances, like the Sivggard that 
ſairh, There is a Lion inthe way , anda Beare inthe” 


ſoreets : or the Spies that ſpake of the great Gyants 


of CAracke : but the valiant Spirit and ſoule makes 
vs willing to meete with any crofle; and to embrace 
cuery temptation cheerfully : As 7ob when hee had 
loſt all his eſtate, and had no friends left him, rebuked 
his Wate forthat ſhe would not willingly receiue evil 
atthe handsof God aſwell asgood; likewiſe holy Da» 
vid ſaid of Shimez, hee curſeth becauſe God hath bid 
him curſe David: and as Paw! fliycth not, being per- 
ſwaded nottogoe vpto 7eryſalem , but anſwered, I 


' amreadie not 10 be bound only,but alſo to dye at Hierw 


ſalem for the Name of the Lord Teſwe. | 

He hath done halfe his worke that beginnes well, 
the willingneſle of the ſoule, doth miniſter firengeh 
rothe Labourer, thathe may not faintin the Worke 
of the Lord, nor be wearie-of well-doing: It makes 
things that be moſthard and difticult', to ſcemeeaſic 
robe done : therefore begin willingly , for by conti- 
nuall labour ſtrength is attayned , this rſt is 


only inthe foulc. 


Secondly., (patienter tolerando ). the Rate of mans 


| bodicis vtrerly vncapcable of griefe, - but the ſoulec | 
' muſt bearethe burthen of afflition : Zo, thong 


h hee 
kill me, yet yet will 7 truſt in him : Paticnceistheclo- 
ſet of the ſoule wherein it is preſerned from: all iniu- 
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| leaſtwinde withour Alling : ſothe patienceot an vn- | 


| (beloued)chatſo many.cadure great labour,and take | 
{| ſore paines todoeevill, and ro wearie themſclues in 


| lineſſe, and that ſomelabour more tor deach chen we 
| forlife,as Theeues and the wicked Iudges,isit not the 
corruption of 'an ynfaithtull ſoule? O then let vs not 


1 anddurable: ſo man liging inthe waters of linne is 


a 


| 


ries of remprarion : theretoro when Chritt our ble. 
| ſed Sauiour told his Diſciples of the ruines of the 
| World; andeerroursof the laſt times, hee wilheth 
them ro poffeiſe their ſoules with patience. This 
makes the Proucrbetrue (/incit qui patitur) He that 
luffereth, ouercommerh; not with fighting, but with 
patientbearing :as E/eaſar,being readie ro-giuc vp the 
ghott; faid, 7he Lordknoweth manifeitly , that where- 
as 'I'1ight hanebeene delivered from death , I am ſcour- 
ged and (uffer theſe ſore paines of my bodie , but in wy. 
mine 1 ſuffer them gladly for his Religion. 
Theſtalkeof a rotten! Apple will not: endure the: 


faithfull ſoule , will not endare the lcaſt winde of 
temptation without falling into finall de{peration , 
as Achitrophel and Indas Iſcariot' : Whatis the cauſe 


the wayes of wickedneile, and we will not patiently | 
endure the leaſtpaines in the profitable paths of god- 


bee as naked men inthe middeft of our armed ene- 
mics: 'Araw Tylecaſt into the water is caliiy difſol. 
ued, but being burnt in the Furnace doth wax hard 


fullof carnall pollution, but being burntin the fire of 
holy loue; orin the farnace of tribulation, his ſoule 
is conſtant in holy deuotion: therefore as Beares 


are made fat by ſtripes, and the Aﬀe is fedde witha 


whip; | 


th. i 
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| T he gaines of ſeeking God. 
whip; and the Salamander delighteth in the fire: fo 
lerour ſoules take food and fatnes in temptation, and 
be delighted'in the patience of true conſtancie fore- 
vermore, Amen. | 
| Thirdly, {( fideliter diligends) when wee conſider 
the ſweetneſſe of Gods mercie, ſparing when wee de- 
ſcrye puniſhment, &c. How can wee'but open our 
ſoules in loue and ling to God, 1? ## good for methat 1 
haue bene troubled,&e.T hy Rod and thy Staffe do com- 
fort me, © how great is the multitude of thy Mercie, 
O Lord, The Lord ts gracious vnto euery man , and his 
"Mercier ouer all his Workes : and it isan elpeciall du- 
tic of Religion tor loue of God, wilelyto avoyd the 
{nares of the. World , the Fleſh, and the Deuill : for 
the ſoule that is enlighted by God, doth driuc away 
the wicked motions of temptation , as the Sunne 
draweth vp the miſts from the Earth,and this loue of 
the ſoule being firmely fixed vpen God, doth calily 
ouercome all feare, euen the feare of Pouertic, the 
feare of Death,and the feare of Judgement; for per- 


| fe loue caſterh out feare 3 and loue- is ſtrong as 


death, Much water cannot quenth lone, neither can 


| che flouds drowne it : The loweof God ts in vs, and vn- 
| 70 vs the life of  owr* ſoules; O then let our ſoulesliue 


to prayſe him , God eucn for his Joue will not ſhrinke 
from vs; ſolet our ſoulesin faithfull loue to him bec 
conſtant in all ſcruice appertayningto him, humbly 
to take vpour cro{ſe daily and tollow him, paticntly 
to endure his cha{tnings of lone, and faithfully to 


prouident preſcruation of our lives and cſtates, and 
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for his mightic deliuerances our of all our temprati- 
ons: And God almightic giue vs all grace to performe 
this truth for cucrmore, Amer. 


| intheſe words (ſhallliue) carnally, we ſay, they that 


| ſatisfied according totheirhcarrs deſire,andfrollick it 


- wee ſay the ſoule that trucly ſecketh after God,onely 


| ſpoſutionem voluntatts ) by thediſpokition of his will ; 


| his friend and helper... 


| and youſhall line being refrelhed with the bleſſing of 
_cltate, how his encmics live and arc mightie; they 
theyplagued like other men ; but I am cleane forgort- 


| 2 broken veſſcll, and when he deſires to liue, he de- 


| | Pſc144. 126 |. ſcribes the manner hee would live, ( that our ſonnes 


— — 


pr 


In the third and laſt place wee are to conſider , the 
vtilitie and comfort of the ſoule, which is contained | 


live in mourning and miſeric, ſceking for helpe of 
God ,, and ſceing it yet farre from them , they are 
counted among the dead which be'out of minde, and 
liveinthe graue,, and they that are (vor; compotes) | 
in mirth and ioy, areſaid toliue : And ſo ſpiritually 
delighting in the Lord may be truely faid to live in 
God, theſe three waycs, firſt (per ab/trattionem deſi- 
dery) by thereftraint of hisdelire : ſecondly, (per d:- 
thirdly, (per preſentiam adintors) by the preſence of 
. Firſt (per ab/traftionem deſidery ) your foule {ball | 
live (tharis, it being now dead by linne;, anddead by 
ſorrow, yet God (hall ſpeake peace vrto your ſoulcs, 
peace) Danid complaineth of the deadly ebbe of his 
comein , no misfortune like other folke, neither are 
ten a5a dead man our of minde, and am become like 


may grow vp as the young plants;and that our dawgh- 
ters | 
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T he paines of ſeeking God. 


ters may bee as rhe polliſhed corners of the Temple; 


| that our Gatners may bee full and plentious withall 
manner of ſtore; that our Sheepe may bring forth 


thouſands, and ten thouſands in our fireets; that 
our Oxcn may be ſtrong tolabour, that there beeno 
decay, no leading into captivitie, and no complay- 
ning in our ſtreets. O, this is a life indeed ! happy 
are the people that be in ſuch acaſle, but the juſt line 


cucnas well, in thatthcy doe (ab/trahere deſiderium) | 
reſtraine their delires from carnall and temporall de- | 


lights : T he ſoule here is put forthe life preſent, be- 
cauſe all our life is in our ſoule; therefore the ſoules 


of the Saints doe euen now ſecke heauen,as Parl who 
defireth to be defſolued and to bee with Chriſt: And 


| Dawid hath rather to bee adore keeperinthe Houſe 
| of God, then to dwell inthe Tents of vngedlinefſe; 
Zachews (0 farrereſtrained his greedic appetite, that 


he gaue halfe of that he had to the poore,and reſtored 
his wrongs done to any foure-told; and the Prodigall 
con(idering his Fathers bountie , willbee no more a 
ſonne, bur a hired ſeruant ; and furely, beloucd, if we 


| did but once taſte in our ſoules the gracious mercy of 
| God towards vs, we {hould haue lefle reſpeRt tothe 


world, and more careto receiue heauen: give to your 
ſoules the fulnefle of all pleaſure, which Salomon in- 
joyed, and with him you will crie out, Allis but va- 
nitie and vexation of ſpirit : orlet ſoules chooſe any 


pecyliar delight that this world can afford rocomfort 


her, yet will {hee not be ſatisfied, ſeeing God alone is 


| the. 1/phaand Omega of all her happinefle. There. 


fore, I exhort and-beſecch you. all ( beloued in the 
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' Lord ) puta bridle vpon your afteAions to reſttaine 
thoſe boundleſſe and vngodly lulis, whercto our fleſh 
15 t00 £00 prone, and feeke afrer God in your ſpi- 


_ \ —_——. 


— 


| rits with cruth , that your ſoules may live in peace 


and 1oy. 

Second!y, the ſoulc is ſaid to line (per diſpoſitionem 
| velnntatis) by the godly diſpolition of her will. A 
| faithfull ſonle is the Houſe of God, becauſe God is 
ſed to dwell in her, in this life preſent, by the ſweet 
| taſte of his gracious loue adminiſtred vnto her; and 
in the life tocome,by the blefled fruition of his glory: 
(now) it 15,moft meete that eucry Maſter or Lord 
ſhould haue command of his houſe, and ſo ſhould 
God of our ſoules; therefore it is our dutie, cuen as 
; Chriſt hath taught vs, to ſubmit our will to his will; 
not my will, but thine betulfilled, thy will be done in 
earth as in heauen : O Father, from this time forth for. 
| cuermore, Amen. 
| Secopdly,the ſoulc may be faid to live(per diſpoſeti- 
| onem voluntatis )by thediſpolition of her will, which 
oughrto be conformed according tothe wil] of God, 
| and that is,that no man ſhould go beyond the ftatntes 
| of Gods holy Law and Commandements z and that 
euery man, as farre as poſſibly he may in all things, 
ſhould conforme hjs will vnto the divine will and 
pleaſure of God ; according to the ſaying of our Sa- 
viour, It any man will come after me, let him denie 
himſelfe, and take vp his croſle daily and follow mee; 
| forthe wicked doe not ceaſe to finne, though they: 
have no powerto performe ſ{inne, and though they 
have no meanes oroportunitic to aR {inne yet have 
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ſuffered; as wee may lay of Infancie, Sicknefle, Old- 
ageand Captiuitie, the willis theroote (plantedin 
the ſoule) the words and workes of a man arc but the 
fruices, and its vnprofitable that other branches 
ſhould ſpring forth , but ſuch as the roote in the 


| carth doth yceld ; a will well diſpoſed of all other 


good gifts of God is certainly to bee accounted the 
chiefe gift vato mans ſaluation, for from a good will 
all good workes are produced,and where a flaue doth 
liucinſeruile feare, and hath a will torcuenge, hce 
would aſſuredly performe as much if he were as ſure 
to ſcape puniſhment;the z.alc of a good will ſhould 
increaſe by louc,as fire duth by the addition of wood. 
As in thetwo liſters Marthaand Mariethere were 
two wils, thatisto ſay, Aﬀiueand Contemplative, 
and both were harmeleſſe and laudable, fo it is im- 
poſſible for the foule to enter into the heauenly 
Countrey that is not cxerciſcd in one of rheſe,tharis, 
a willing deſire alwaycs to pratiſe the workes of 
mercic, both by charitable gifts and godly counſailc 


| to the Brethren, or alwaycs to bee denoted vnto the 


holincſſe of godly meditation, making the Law of 
God the Glaſſe of his life, the wordes of God the 


path of his way, and the examples of the Saints the 
patterne of all his workes : thele are the two.wings of 
the ſoule whereby ir may belifred vp to Heauen. 


Firſt, the continuall meditation of Gods mer cie : 


Secondly , the faithfull aſſurance and confidence we 
hauc in our Mediator Icfus Chriſt. Why doeſt thou 
| iraggle and runne aſtray , O'wretched: man-, at- 


G ter 


 notleft their will and mindeto linge;if they might be 
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evermorec in glorie? the life of the bodie is the. 


delight thy ſelfein the LORD , and he ſhall gine thee 


| (per 4072 eg aaiutors) by the ſudden-preſence of | 


| ter many things! Fre relt and com{orto thy loule 


and bodie, lovuc one thing which {hall ſufhcerthee, for | 
all rhings whatſocucr thou delircit (rell mee, O my 
ſoule) where is that thou loueſt, where is that thou | 
delireſt, ſurc itcan no where elle be found, but where 
itcan ncuer bee loſt , euen where Chriſt raigneth for 


> 1 i ea 


ſoule ,- and the life of the foule is Go», 0 then | 


hede ircs of thyſoule, Olive in God and bee drawne | 
tocuerlalting lite and gloric by his louc , For hee that | 
liueth unto God, ir dead vrto finne ; and bee that lineth | 
unto ſinneys dead before God; theietore let the wor- 
thineſſe of your ſoule winne you tothe loue of God : 
letthe qualitic of your ſoules worke in you the righ- 
treuſnetle of God, and let the vtiliticand comfort of | 
your ſoules drive you contipually to ſceke after | 
God: 0 ſceke after God and your ſoules ſhall liue for e- | 
Wermore, 


Thirdly and laſtly, the ſoulc way bec ſaid to liue ' 


his triend and helper,many man fainting and readic 
to periſh inthe raging fury oftheir enemies, as D amid, 
when 7onathan comtorted him, 
andasa man reuiued with lite, confirmed bis pati- 
ence vntill he had poſſeſt the promiſe of his Inheri- 
trance with peace. | 
Abrahams heart wasdead,yet when God told him, | | 
[am thy buckler and exceeding great reward, the feare 
which he had of fine Kings , was with” him accounted. 
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Wihing ſo when the iuit who are accounted as the 
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| with vs, lay they, who ſhall be againſt vs :T hus when 


hearts are ſ[tabliſhed and ſhrinke not, For if Godbee_ 


you behold the dignitie, qualitie, vtilitie, and com- 
fort of the ſovle. 


Loue God aboue all; be patient in all things, and 3 


bee aſſuredly refreſhed in the hope of Gods ne- 
uer-fayling helpe. Which God Almightie 
grant vs cuer to performe through 
Chriſt Teſus, 
Amen, 
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Apple of Gods eye, and the Signetof his right arme | 
are incompaſled with all manner of troubles , their | 
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